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Art Unit: 3753 

The amendment to the claims filed on August 15, 2003 does not comply with the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.173 because the amendment lacks proper bracketing and underlining 
with respect to amended patented claims as well as underlining for added claims 4-6 and 8 
(which should have been numbered as claim 7. SEE 37 CFR 1 .126). 

37 CFR 1.173. Reissue specification, drawings, and amendments. 

(b) Making amendments in a reissue application. An amendment in a reissue 
application is made either by physically incorporating the changes into the specification when 
the application is filed, or by a separate amendment paper. If amendment is made by 
incorporation, markings pursuant o paragraph (d) of this section must be used. If amendment is 
made by an amendment paper, the paper must direct that specified changes be made. 

(1) Specification other than the claims . Changes to the specification, other than to the 
claims, must be made by submission of the entire text of an added or rewritten paragraph, 
including markings pursuant to paragraph (d) of this section, except that an entire paragraph may 
be deleted by a statement deleting the paragraph without presentation of the text of the 
paragraph. The precise point in the specification must be identified where any added or rewritten 
paragraph is located. This paragraph applies whether the amendment is submitted on paper or 
compact disc (see §§ 1.52(e)(1) and 1.821(c), but not for discs submitted under § 1.821(e)). 

(2) Claims . An amendment paper must include the entire text of each claim being 
changed by such amendment paper and of each claim being added by such amendment paper. 
For any claim changed by the amendment paper, a parenthetical expression "amended, " "twice 
amended, " etc., should follow the claim number. Each changed patent claim and each added 
claim must include markings pursuant to paragraph (d) of this section, except that a patent claim 
or added claim should be canceled by a statement canceling the claim without presentation of the 
text of the claim. 

(3) Drawings . Any change to the patent drawings must be submitted as a sketch on a 
separate paper showing the proposed changes in red for approval by the examiner. Upon 
approval by the examiner, new drawings in compliance with § 1.84 including the approved 
changes must be filed. Amended figures must be identified as "Amended, " and any added 
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figure must be identified as "New. " In the event that a figure is canceled, the figure must be 
surrounded by brackets and identified as "Canceled. " 

(c) Status of claims and support for claim changes . Whenever there is an amendment to 
the claims pursuant to paragraph (b) of this section, there must also be supplied, on pages 
separate from the pages containing the changes, the status ( i.e., pending or canceled), as of the 
date of the amendment, of all patent claims and of all added claims, and an explanation of the 
support in the disclosure of the patent for the changes made to the claims. 

(d) Changes shown by markings . Any changes relative to the patent being reissued 
which are made to the specification, including the claims, upon filing, or by an amendment paper 
in the reissue application, must include the following markings: 

(1) The matter to be omitted by reissue must be enclosed in brackets ; and 

(2) The matter to be added by reissue must be underlined, except for amendments 
submitted on compact discs ( § § 1.96 and 1.821(c)). Matter added by reissue on compact discs 
must be preceded with " <U > " and end with " < /U > " to properly identify the material being 
added. 

(e) Numbering of patent claims preserved. Patent claims may not be renumbered. The 
numbering of any claim added in the reissue application must follow the number of the highest 
numbered patent claim. 

(f) Amendment of disclosure may be required . The disclosure must be amended, when 
required by the Office, to correct inaccuracies of description and definition, and to secure 
substantial correspondence between the claims, the remainder of the specification, and the 
drawings. 

(g) Amendments made relative to the patent. All amendments must be made relative to 
the patent specification, including the claims, and drawings, which are in effect as of the date of 
filing of the reissue application. 

The provisions of 37 CFR 1.173(b)-(g) and those of 37 CFR 1.121(h) apply to 
amendments in reissue applications. Any amendments submitted in a reissue application on or 
after March 1, 2001, must comply with 37 CFR 1.173(b) (see 37 CFR 1.121(h)). 
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Art Unit: 3753 

Since the reply filed on August 15, 2003 appears to be bona fide, applicant is given a 
TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this 
notice, whichever is longer, within which to submit an amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 
1. 121 in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE 
GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George L. Walton whose telephone number is 703-308-2596. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Scherbel can be reached on 703-308-1272. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone numbei^is-7O*=3O^086L_ 




George L. Walton 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3753 



G.L.W. 



